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1. PARLIAMENT AND TUB CHARTER
The period from 1*215 to 1297 is sometimes spoken of as
the eighty years' struggle over the Charter. In the former 1215-97.
year John sealed it; in the latter year Kdward I solemnly Ca*r1a?
confirmed and enlarged it in the Confirmation of the Charters. Sw^JS
But in the name eighty years grew up a guardian of the Charters
Charter who wutcited over it far more jealously than the
committee ofu twenty-five over-kings" against whom John
had railed, Thw waa Parliament, and more particularly the
representatives of the " king's faithful Commons", who
have built up their power, starting from the foundation laid
in the Charter, that the king could not obtain money save
by the common council of the realm.  Before granting a
supply* Parliament would demand the redress of some
grievance, or the fulfilment of some promise, and first it
always turned to tine due observance of the Great Charter.
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